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that subject, their remonstrance has been ridiculed
as so much impotent bluster. But, as a warning to
the French Emperor that any further schemes of
plunder on his part would encounter more active
resistance, the strong language used may not have
been entirely thrown away.

Nor was this menace limited to words. In view
of a possible French invasion the Volunteer Move-
ment, begun during the Crimean War in Devon-
shire, received an immense impulse after the events
of 1858 and 1859 ; while Palmerston made it a para-
mount object of his second Administration to see
that the English arsenals should be placed in an
adequate defensive condition, and that the fleet
should be kept at full fighting strength.

Palmerston and Gladstone were both disciples of
Canning; and it now seemed as if, under their
auspices, Canning's principles were to be applied
all over the world with brilliant success. Constitu-
tional government on the English model had at
length been given to Italy, and a beginning of the
same system showed itself in Austria after the war
of 1859, coupled with some recognition of Hungarian
autonomy. At Cobden's persuasion, Napoleon III.
accepted a commercial treaty with England, substi-
tuting a certain measure of free trade for the
traditional French policy of protectionist exclusion.
This, combined with the liberation of Italy and the
partial surrender of Papal territory to the new
Italian kingdom, took away so much of that Con-
servative and Catholic support which had hitherto
been a mainstay of the Second Empire that the
reactionary despot of 1852 had to seek for support